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that " God has yet more truth to break forth from
His Holy Word."

To criticize such a body for its uncertainties is to
assume that the knowledge of God is a static thing,
and that when Christ said that he had " yet many
things " to tell his disciples he did not mean what he
said, or meant them to be communicated by a method
completely at variance with his own. Nothing can
be more clear than that Our Lord's teaching was
couched in a form which encouraged his hearers to
use their brains, and that he valued the effort at least
as much as its result. Otherwise he could not have
so completely refrained from legislating in detail and
confined himself so completely to laying down prin-
ciples of eternal value.

To those principles the Church of England
endeavours to be true: the sneers at its origin in the
sixteenth century are as unworthy as those at its
tentative efforts to-day: the vacillations of a Cranmer
and the lusts of Henry VIII are innocent compared
to the iniquities of the mediaeval papacy: and few
would deny that the blame for the sins of Protestant-
ism must at least be shared by those whose conduct
provoked it. It would be very unfair to forget that
the Roman Church at last admitted the grievances
and reformed many of the abuses: but they must be
borne in mind if any fair judgment is to be passed
upon the English reformers.

National churches are, or should be, a contradic-
tion in terms: no English churchman can fail to have